
Notice of VLGS Amendment to the Academic Regulations 
 

Effective:    Thursday, November 13, 2025 
 

Students Effected:   Effective immediately upon approval by faculty. 
 

Amendment Type:   Revised Academic Regulations 
 
Academic Regulation:   Revised Academic Regulations III.E.2.b. and III.E.5.b. 

Early Intervention Status and Probation Bar Course 
Requirements 

 
 
Amendment Description: 
 
The Committee on Standards presents the following proposed academic regulation amendments 
for consideration and vote by the VLGS faculty. 
 
The proposed amendments were approved by the Committee on Standards on October 30, 
2025.  This change was approved by the Curriculum Committee during its October 21, 2025 
meeting. 
 
In sum, the proposed amendments:  

 remove the requirement that students who have been on probation must take Business 
Associations and Criminal Procedure or Constitutional Criminal Procedure as their two 
bar courses 

 remove the requirement that students who have been on early intervention status must 
take Business Associations and Criminal Procedure or Constitutional Criminal 
Procedure as their two bar courses 

 permits students who have been on probation or early intervention status to choose from 
the same list of bar courses as all other students 

 
The specific rationale for the proposed changes is as follows: 

 
Before the changes to the bar exam and the VLGS requirements, the regulations reflected that all 
JD students had to complete two of at least six bar courses. Students on Probation and Early 
Intervention Status were required to take Business Associations and Criminal Procedure as their 
two required bar courses because those subjects were so regularly tested on the Legacy Uniform 
Bar Exam that instruction in those subjects potentially had direct impacts on bar passage.  

However, since the changes to the curriculum in response to the Next Generation Uniform Bar 
Exam (“NextGen”), JD students only have three bar topics to choose from as their bar courses: 
Business Associations, Criminal Procedure (three class options), and First Amendment. With the 
more limited scope of NextGen, all three of these subjects are guaranteed to be on every exam. 



Further, many topics within each of these subjects are starred in the content scope outlines, 
meaning examinees will be expected to solely rely on recalled knowledge during the bar exam.1  

Now that every subject on VLGS’s shorter list of bar classes will appear on every bar exam, the 
distinction of Probation and EIS students taking Business Associations and Criminal Procedure 
instead of another bar course to fulfill the graduation requirement is less meaningful. There is no 
longer a risk of these students taking a bar course that is not guaranteed to appear on the exam.  

Further, to exclude First Amendment runs the risk of students not taking it. First Amendment is a 
difficult topic for many students, making instruction before bar study valuable. I am the 
academic advisor for many of the Probation and EIS students, and they often want to take First 
Amendment for the bar but feel constrained by the desire to balance courses they want for their 
career with classes they should take for the bar exam and the JD requirements. Due to the 
changes to the bar exam, there is no justification for excluding First Amendment. 

Ultimately, the recommendation is one that helps our regulations conform with the realities of 
the NextGen bar exam. There is no reason students on Early Intervention Status or Probation 
should be required to take two specific bar courses, when instruction in any of the three subjects 
could have direct impacts on bar success. 

PROPOSED REVISED LANGUAGE 

Amend academic regulation section III.E.2.b. with the following text: 
A student who is on academic probation at the end of the first semester is required to take 
Legal Methods in place of one doctrinal class in the second semester. A student who is on 
academic probation at the end of the first semester is also required to complete the second 
semester of JD courses, including Legal Methods, before enrolling in upper division 
courses. A student who is on academic probation at the end of the first, second or third 
semester is required to take the following courses to obtain the JD degree: Business 
Associations, Criminal Procedure or Constitutional Criminal Procedure, and Bar Exam 
Skills and Tactics (BEST). Students shall take Bar Exam Skills and Tactics during their 
last semester. 

Amend academic regulation section III.E.5.b. with the following text: 
A student in EIS is required to take the following courses to obtain the JD degree: 
Business Associations, Criminal Procedure or Constitutional Criminal Procedure, and 
Bar Exam Skills and Tactics (BEST). Students shall take Bar Exam Skills and Tactics 
during their last semester. A student who is in EIS will be assigned a Faculty Mentor and 
must meet with the Faculty Mentor regularly until graduation. The exact meeting 
schedule and requirements will be determined by the Faculty Mentor. 

Proposed adopted date: immediately upon approval by faculty 

 
1 For more information on NextGen’s content, refer to the content scope outlines, available here: 
NextGen Bar Exam Content Scope. 



Proposed effective date: immediately upon approval by faculty  
 


