Notice of VLGS Amendment to the Academic Regulations

Effective: Thursday, November 13, 2025

Students Effected: Effective immediately upon approval by faculty.

Amendment Type: Revised Academic Regulations

Academic Regulation: Graduate Certificate in Environmental Governance in
China

Amendment Description:

The Committee on Standards presents the following proposed academic regulation amendments
for consideration and vote by the VLGS faculty.

The proposed amendments were approved by the Committee on Standards on October 30,
2025. This addition was approved by the Curriculum Committee during its September 16, 2025
meeting.

In sum, the proposed section X amendments would establish a new Graduate Certificate in
Environmental Governance in China (GCEGC). The GCEGC offers early- and mid-career
professionals and students in China and Asia an opportunity to develop core environmental
lawyering skills, ecological knowledge, and advocacy tools to address environmental issues
through litigation and policy engagement. The program is designed with a deep understanding
of China’s unique legal and political context and integrates systems thinking and practical
experience.

PROPOSED REVISED LANGUAGE

Amend academic regulation section X with the following text:

D. GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE IN
CHINA

1. REQUIRED CURRICULUM
a. A minimum of 9 credits is required for GCEGC.

b. GCEGC students must satisfy the following requirements:

REQUIREMENT COURSES THAT SATISFY THE

REQUIREMENT

Required Course




ENV6225

Ecology in Practice in China (2)

ENV6223 Ecological Governance and Law in China (2)
ENV6310 Environmental Law Practices and Skills in China (2)
ENV6122 Communication, Advocacy and Leadership in China

(2)

Elective Courses

ENV6320

Comparative Environmental Public Interest Litigation

(2)

Independent Research Project (1-2)

A student may not take both Comparative Environmental Public Interest Litigation and an
Independent Research Project if they overlap in content or supervision. All final
determinations regarding credit allocation and elective approval will be made by the
Faculty Director of the GCEGC or Director’s designee.

The Faculty Director of the GCEGC or Director’s designee has the authority to waive a
required course provided the student has had comparable experience or course work.
Although a course requirement may be waived, the total number of credits required for
certificate completion remain unchanged.

c. Any course not selected as a required course may be taken as an elective.

Proposed adopted date: immediately upon approval by faculty

Proposed effective date: immediately upon approval by faculty




