
Notice of VLGS Amendment to the Academic Regulations 

 

Effective:    Thursday, November 13, 2025 

 

Students Effected:   Effective immediately upon approval by faculty. 

 

Amendment Type:   Revised Academic Regulations 

 

Academic Regulation:   ABA Standard 311 Revisions  

 

 

 

Amendment Description: 

 

The Committee on Standards presents the following proposed academic regulation amendments 

for consideration and vote by the VLGS faculty. 

 

The proposed amendments were approved by the Committee on Standards on October 30, 2025. 

 

In sum, the proposed amendments:  

• Amend the academic regulations approved by the faculty in June 2024 related to 

changes to ABA Standard 311. 

• Move the provisions permitting students to transfer credits earned prior to matriculation 

in the JD program from section III. Juris Doctor Degree to section V. Joint Degrees 

• Add language requiring students to be enrolled in a VLGS Joint Degree program to be 

permitted to transfer credits earned prior to matriculating into the JD Program. 

• Clarify that a student may not share and transfer credits if doing so exceeds the 

maximum allowances under V.A.1.b. 

 

The proposed amendments ensure that our academic regulations are in compliance with the 

February 2024 ABA Standard 311 revisions. 

 

The specific rationale for the proposed changes is as follows: 

 

ABA Standard 311 previously prohibited any credits earned prior to matriculating into a JD 

program from being applied to a JD degree. The February 2024 revisions changed that and 

permitted law schools to allow students enrolled in a joint degree program to apply credits 

earned prior to matriculating into the JD. Our academic regulations currently do not require a 

student to be enrolled in a joint degree program to apply the credits earned, however.  As such, a 

student could complete a master’s degree prior to matriculating into the JD program which is not 

permitted by ABA Standard 311. ABA Standard 311 applies to joint degree students, not students 

who earn both degrees sequentially and these amendments clarify that. 

PROPOSED REVISED LANGUAGE 

Amend academic regulation section III.A.9.d. with the following text: 

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/standards/2023-2024/24-feb-midyear-standards-rules-updates-redline-and-clean.pdf


Except for courses transferred under III.A.9.e. and IV.M.2.d and V.A.1.c, a student will not be 

granted credit for courses completed prior to the student’s matriculation as a candidate for the JD 

degree at an ABA-approved law school. 

Delete academic regulation section III.A.9.e.: 

Except for courses transferred under IV.M.2.d, students who have matriculated into the Vermont 

Law and Graduate School JD program may transfer courses taken for credit in the preceding two 

years from the MELP, MLS, MARJ, MCEP, MAPP, MERL, MFALP, or MPP programs. Transfer 

credit amount allowances match the shared joint degree credit allowances under V.A.1.b.9 Only 

courses for which the student has received a grade of C or better will transfer. Pass/Fail grades 

and grades for externships will not transfer. Transferred courses taken and credit earned will be 

noted on the Vermont Law and Graduate School transcript but will not be included in the 

student’s Vermont Law and Graduate school grade point average. No residence credit is granted 

except as provided in regulation III.A.6. 

Amend academic regulation section V.A.1.b. with the following text: 

A joint-degree student may share credits between the two degree programs MELP, MLS, MARJ, 

MCEP, MAPP, MERL, MFALP, or MPP programs and the JD program at Vermont Law and 

Graduate School provided that the student matriculated into the JD program at the time that the 

credits were earned.  JD/MELP, JD/MLS, and JD/MARJ joint-degree students must take a 

minimum of 21 non-shared Master’s degree credits at Vermont Law and Graduate School.  

JD/MCEP, JD/MAPP, JD/MERL, JD/MPP, and JD/MFALP joint-degree students must take a 

minimum of 22 non-shared Master’s degree credits at Vermont Law and Graduate School.  All 

credits must be selected from the list of courses approved for the specific Master’s degree 

program. 

Amend language initially located at academic regulation III.A.9.e. and relocate it to academic 

regulation section V.A.1.c. with the following text: 

Except for courses transferred under IV.M.2.d, a joint-degree student students who have 

matriculated into the Vermont Law and Graduate School JD program may transfer courses taken 

for credit in the preceding two years credits from the MELP, MLS, MARJ, MCEP, MAPP, 

MERL, MFALP, or MPP programs to the JD program at Vermont Law and Graduate School 

provided that the credits were earned in the two years prior to matriculating into the JD program 

and the student was enrolled in that Master’s program at the time of matriculating into the JD 

program.  Transfer credit amount allowances match the shared joint degree credit allowances 

under V.A.1.b.9.  Only courses for which the student has received a grade of C or better will 

transfer.  Pass/Fail grades and grades for externships will not transfer. Transferred courses taken 

and credit earned will be noted on the Vermont Law and Graduate School JD transcript but will 

not be included in the student’s Vermont Law and Graduate school JD grade point average.  

There will be no change to the student’s master’s transcript for transferred credits under this 

regulation.  No residence credit is granted except as provided in regulation III.A.6. 



Add academic regulation section V.A.1.d. with the following text: 

A joint-degree student may not combine transferred and shared credits if doing so would exceed 

the allowances under V.A.1.b. 

Amend academic regulation section IV.M.2. with the following text: 

The Advanced Master of Legal Studies Program (AMLS) is a one semester program associated 

with the MLS degree that allows enrollment into the VLGS JD program as either a JD student or 

joint JD/MLS student.  All academic regulations pertaining to the MLS apply to the AMLS 

except as modified by regulations contained in this subsection.  

… 

c. GPA Requirement: Students achieving a 3.2 GPA in their AMLS semester may elect to change 

their enrollment to the JD program or JD/MLS program.  AMLS students not achieving a 3.2 

GPA in their first MLS semester will continue as MLS students.  

d. Residence Requirement: AMLS students are subject to the residence requirement described in 

III.A.6.   AMLS students who qualify under IV.M.2.c and enroll in the JD/MLS program for their 

second semester will have all AMLS semester courses transferred to the JD degree as a 

residential semester.  Transferred courses taken, grades, and credit earned will remain on the 

MLS program transcript and also be noted on the Vermont Law and Graduate School JD program 

transcript and included in the student’s JD grade point average. 

BELOW IS A CLEAN VERSION OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES 

Academic Regulation III.A.9.d.: 

Except for courses transferred under IV.M.2.d, a student will not be granted credit for courses 

completed prior to the student’s matriculation as a candidate for the JD degree at an ABA-

approved law school. 

Academic Regulation V.A.1.b.: 

A joint-degree student may share credits between the MELP, MLS, MARJ, MCEP, MAPP, 

MERL, MFALP, or MPP programs and the JD program at Vermont Law and Graduate School 

provided that the student matriculated into the JD program at the time that the credits were 

earned.  JD/MELP, JD/MLS, and JD/MARJ joint-degree students must take a minimum of 21 

non-shared Master’s degree credits at Vermont Law and Graduate School.  JD/MCEP, JD/MAPP, 

JD/MERL, JD/MPP, and JD/MFALP joint-degree students must take a minimum of 22 non-

shared Master’s degree credits at Vermont Law and Graduate School.  All credits must be 

selected from the list of courses approved for the specific Master’s degree program. 

Academic Regulation V.A.1.c.: 

Except for courses transferred under IV.M.2.d, a joint-degree student may transfer credits from 

the MELP, MLS, MARJ, MCEP, MAPP, MERL, MFALP, or MPP programs to the JD program at 

Vermont Law and Graduate School provided that the credits were earned in the two years prior to 



matriculating into the JD program and the student was enrolled in that Master’s program at the 

time of matriculating into the JD program.  Transfer credit amount allowances match the shared 

joint degree credit allowances under V.A.1.b.9.  Only courses for which the student has received 

a grade of C or better will transfer.  Pass/Fail grades and grades for externships will not transfer. 

Transferred courses taken and credit earned will be noted on the JD transcript but will not be 

included in the student’s JD grade point average.  There will be no change to the student’s 

master’s transcript for transferred credits under this regulation.  No residence credit is granted 

except as provided in regulation III.A.6. 

Academic Regulation V.A.1.d.: 

A joint-degree student may not combine transferred and shared credits if doing so would exceed 

the allowances under V.A.1.b. 

Academic Regulation IV.M.2.: 

The Advanced Master of Legal Studies Program (AMLS) is a one semester program associated 

with the MLS degree that allows enrollment into the JD program as a joint JD/MLS student.  All 

academic regulations pertaining to the MLS apply to the AMLS except as modified by 

regulations contained in this subsection.  

… 

c. GPA Requirement: Students achieving a 3.2 GPA in their AMLS semester may elect to change 

their enrollment to the JD/MLS program.  AMLS students not achieving a 3.2 GPA in their first 

MLS semester will continue as MLS students.  

d. Residence Requirement: AMLS students are subject to the residence requirement described in 

III.A.6.   AMLS students who qualify under IV.M.2.c and enroll in the JD/MLS program for their 

second semester will have all AMLS semester courses transferred to the JD degree as a 

residential semester.  Transferred courses taken, grades, and credit earned will remain on the 

MLS program transcript and also be noted on the JD program transcript and included in the 

student’s JD grade point average. 

 

 

Proposed adopted date: immediately upon approval by faculty 

Proposed effective date: immediately upon approval by faculty  
 

 


