
Legislation & Regulation  

Professor Teachout 

Spring Term, 2026 

 

Course Description and First Reading Assignments 

This course is an introduction to lawmaking in the modern United States. It will examine how 

Congress and administrative agencies adopt binding rules of law (statutes and regulations, 

respectively) and the ways that courts and administrative agencies interpret and apply these laws.  

Material covered in the second part of the course provides an introduction to constitutional law 

focusing on Supreme Court decisions dealing with the creation and control of administrative 

agencies.  

Text: MANNING & STEPHENSON EDS., LEGISLATION AND REGULATION, 5TH 

EDITION (Foundation Press 2025).  (You need to purchase the 5th edition since the pagination 

and coverage of earlier editions are different.) 

Class: Monday and Wednesday, 8:30-9:45 in Oakes 012 

 

Office hours:  Monday and Wednesday from 12:00-1:00 or by appointment.  If the regular office 

hour times are inconvenient, please contact me to arrange another time to meet.   

Office: Waterman Hall, 2nd Floor (far end toward Chelsea Street) 

Email: pteachout@vermontlaw.edu 

 

Important!  A “Device-Free” Class:  During class hours, you are not allowed to use laptops, 

computers, cellphones or other electronic devices for taking notes or for any other purposes. 

When you come to class, turn off your devices and put them away. We need and expect your full 

attention. An exception will be granted for bona fide medical reasons.  

 

Other classroom requirements:  

 

(1) When choosing a seat on the first day of class, please leave the back row in the classroom 

free.   

(2) No hats in class.   

 

Attendance and preparation:  You have two unexcused absences.  Absences above that number, 

unless specifically approved in advance by the instructor, may lead to grade deduction or 

dropping the class.  When you come to class, you are expected to have read the assigned material 

carefully and critically and to be prepared to discuss it knowledgeably.   

 

Evaluation:  Evaluation will be based on student performance on a mid-term exam (worth 25% 

of the final grade) and a final exam (worth 75%).  In addition, I reserve the right to adjust the 

final course grade upward a half-grade for exceptional class participation and downward a half- 

grade for failure to participate regularly or for disappointing participation.   

 

 



 

Reading Assignment for First Week of Classes 

 

Session #1 (Monday, January 12):  Introduction 

 

 Tennessee Valley Authority v. Hill (1978) 

 

  Read:  Text, pp. 2-22 

 

Session #2 (Wednesday, January 14):  Basic Approaches to Statutory Interpretation/ Introduction 

to the Legislative Process 

 

  Read:  Text, pp. 22-35 

 

 


