CRIMINAL LAW
VERMONT LAW AND GRADUATE SCHOOL, SPRING 2026

Professor: Terry Campos (she/her)

Office: Waterman 204

E-mail: Tcampos@vermontlaw.edu

Class Meetings: Tuesday/Thursday 9:55 AM —11:10 AM, Oakes 012

OFFICE HOURS:
Scheduled Open Hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM.

Drop-In: 1 have an open-door policy, meaning that if I am in my office and the door is
open, you are more than welcome to drop in. I am usually in my office and available
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday until 4:00 PM.

Email: Email is always welcome for questions or to request a specific time to meet in
person or virtually.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Textbook: Criminal Law Cases and Materials, 4" edition by Cynthia Lee and Angela
Harris

Materials as assigned in Canvas: It is your responsibility to keep track of assignments
in the syllabus and posted in Canvas. Please follow the postings closely so you have
completed all assignments prior to class.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course focuses on the foundations of substantive criminal law. We will cover statutory
and common law the elements of a crime, including acts (and omissions) and mental state,
defenses (justification and excuse) the burdens of proof related to criminal prosecutions,
inchoate crimes, and liability for the conduct of another. In addition, we will discuss the
purpose of criminal law, the sociological effects of the various state and federal laws, and
whether criminal law in its current state achieves justice.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
A student who successfully completes this course should be able to:

(1) distinguish the various states of mind involved in criminal law; for example: specific v.
general intent; motive v. intent; and the various mental states specified in the criminal
statutes;

(2) describe the acts and omissions found in criminal statutes;

(3) identify the necessary elements of criminal defenses;

(4) explain the burdens of proof and persuasion involved in a criminal case (which
party bears the burden and to what level);

(5) review facts and determine if a crime has been committed;

(6) critically think about criminal law from a sociological prospective — do the laws
(statutory and common law) achieve justice?




CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT, EXPECTATIONS, AND VALUES:

(1) Criminal cases frequently involve facts and scenarios that can be disturbing. Often court
opinions will recite facts that are unnecessary for analyzing the legal issue(s) in the case.
When graphic or disturbing facts are included in the opinion that are not relevant to the
issue, we will refrain from reciting them in class to avoid causing any unnecessary
discomfort/harm to fellow classmate(s).

(2) I will be challenging each student to be open to opinions and ideas that are not their own.
The classroom is an environment for fostering growth and learning. Showing up with a
closed mind only hinders your development as a lawyer. You never have to change your
mind, but not being open to the idea that you could change your mind is counter to growth.

(3) Being vulnerable is an uncomfortable state of being, and law school often makes an
individual less willing to be vulnerable. But it is when we allow ourselves to be
vulnerable that we develop confidence and overcome fears. I hope everyone will feel
comfortable admitting when they do not understand a concept or that they don’t know
something. Participating in class when you are uncertain, but feel you may have
something to add to the conversation, is not only welcomed, but encouraged. Be willing
to express your thoughts, opinions, or any concerns.

(4) Come to class prepared and engaged! Preparation and active contribution are very
important in this class.

(5) The topic of criminal law is intertwined with matters of social justice, race/gender/class
(in)equity, rational punishment, and more. I hope that we will have honest discussions of
points and counterpoints regarding these issues. Please note that while grappling with
contrary perspectives may at times be intellectually uncomfortable, at no point should
anyone feel personally attacked or uncomfortable on a personal level.

(6) All members of the VLGS community, including professors, are expected to treat each
other with respect. And as future lawyers, it is important to know that a skilled attorney
acts with civility and respect. Learning to debate and/or disagree without being
disrespectful or making it personal is a skill that should be honed by everyone in the
legal profession. I expect everyone to treat each other with courtesy and professional
integrity. If you have any concerns about anything said or done in class, by me or by one
of your colleagues, please talk to me about your concerns.

(7) Consult and abide by the Vermont Law and Graduate School’s Better Community
Statement that can be found in the student handbook.

CLASS ATTENDANCE:

Class attendance is mandatory. Vermont Law and Graduate School Academic Regulation II.A
provides that a student will receive a grade of F-Wd if they are absent from 20% of regularly
scheduled classes. Pursuant to Vermont Law and Graduate School’s attendance policy, I am
required to record class attendance. I have no authority to excuse any absence or to allow
more absences than the Attendance Policy allows. Students are responsible for monitoring
their own compliance with the attendance policy. I tally attendance at the end of the semester;
therefore, I cannot update you with your number of missed classes. To alleviate any concern
that an issue will arise with your ability to attend classes, be diligent about recording your own
attendance and be prepared to have a little wiggle room in case you are unable to attend later in
the semester.


https://www.vermontlaw.edu/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022-23_student-handbook_rev20221117_1542.pdf

For more information, please speak directly with the Registrar’s Office. If additional absences
are due to a health issue or another extraordinary circumstance beyond your control, contact
Vice Dean for Students, as a withdrawal or medical leave may be appropriate.

On occasion, we may need to have class virtually on Teams due to inclement weather or other
unforeseen circumstances.

CLASS PARTICIPATION, DISCUSSION AND PREPARATION:

PARTICIPATING IN CLASS:

I will ask for volunteers and call on individuals in equal measure. I strongly believe that student
participation in class leads to better understanding of the substantive law, as well as developing
lawyering skills. If you volunteer, your participation score will be higher than those whom 1
have to call on.

SELF-CARE:

If, due to a personal life experience or another sensitive personal reason, a certain class will be
difficult for you, please let me know in advance of class via email. You do not need to provide
the specific reason why in this circumstance. In addition to being extra sensitive in how I handle
the topic/case, I will understand if you need to leave the classroom to take care of yourself.

ASSIGNED READINGS AND COURSE MATERIAL:

There is a separate document with your reading assignments. These readings are tentative and
may change throughout the semester as current events, time, and interest necessitate. You must
check our Canvas site regularly to stay current on the assignments for each week. I may
update individual weekly modules with any additional materials required for classes. The
casebook reading assignments are unlikely to change unless reduced.

GRADING:
60% - Final Exam (multiple choice and short answer)
30% - Midterm Exam (multiple choice and short answer)
10% - class participation
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