Disability Civil Rights Law Syllabus
Professor: Zachary Hozid (he/him)
Class: Spring 2026 Thursdays from 3:35-5:15pm
Office hours: After class or by appointment.
Credits: 3

Contact information: hozid @cvglawoffice.com or zhozid@vermontlaw.edu

l. Introduction

Welcome to Disability Civil Rights Law! During this course, we will explore the meaning of
disability, the rights of people with disabilities, and the strengths and limits of the legal system.
This class provides an overview/survey of disability civil rights topics. This course is designed to
introduce you to the core concepts in disability law and assessing legal and policy issues with
disability rights and justice. There is a lot of material to cover and even more that we will not be
able to cover in this course.

| encourage questions and feedback. Please feel free to contact me with questions regarding
the readings, your assignments, or just the course in general. | look forward to spending these
weeks with you.

. Expectations
The following expectations will help us all succeed.

Students are expected to attend classes prepared to discuss the material. Students are
expected to engage in discussions and participate in in-class activities.

Class discussions will be respectful and thoughtful. We will all be open to feedback from each
other. Class discussions will be confidential to enable us to share our experiences and opinions.

Laptops and electronic devices may be used to assist in your learning. However, please do so in
a manner that is not distracting to yourself and others.

You may not record any class without prior authorization.

| will respond to all questions and inquiries within a reasonable time and will do everything |
can to enhance your learning experience.

Late Assignments. Late assignments will be docked a half letter grade each day it is late.
Assignments will not be accepted more than four (4) days late. | understand that things come
up. If you need an extension, make a timely request and state the reason for the extension.
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ll. Term Paper

What is a challenge in our society (could be local or national or international) for people
disabilities and how can the law be used to promote equity, inclusion, and justice. If new
legislation is needed, discuss why and what is needed. Explore a possible impact litigation case.
Also discuss the limits of the law in addressing disability justice and equity.

15-20 pages, 12pt. font, double spaced.
Due May 7, 2026 by 11:59 P.M.

Students will also give a 10-15 minute presentation of their paper at the last class.

V. Optional Books
e No Pity by Joseph Shapiro
e Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

V. Class Schedule and Assignments (subject to adjustments)

Week 1: What is disability? What does it mean to you? What is the legal ecosystem?

Reading:
a. The declaration of purpose section of Rehabilitation Act: 20 U.S.C. § 1400;
b. 42 U.S.C. § 12101,
c. Optional: The Rehabilitation Act at Fifty, 14 Calif. L. Rev. Online 54 (2023)
d. Culture as disability by: Ray McDermott, Hervé Varenne in Anthropology and
Culture 1995
e. Bragdon v. Abbott, 524 U.S. 624
f. JDv. COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG FOUNDATION, 925 F.3d 663 (4th Cir. 2019).
g. disability definitions:

i. Read:42 U.S.C. § 12102 (focus on disability);
ii. 20 U.S.C. § 1401 (focus on definitions of disability);
iii. Social Security Act definition; 42 USCS § 15002
iv. DOJ Title Ill Regulations - 28 C.F.R. § 36.104(1)-(4)
h. What is not a disability?
i. Disability vs. disability-related behaviors
1. Read: C.D. v. Atascadero Unified Sch. Dist., No. 23-55563, 2024
U.S. App. LEXIS 8487 (9th Cir. Apr. 9, 2024)
ii. Substance use disorders?
iii. Gender identity?
1. Skim: https://www.glad.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/20211208-Williams-v-Kincaid-
amicus.pdf

i. Watch:
i. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbakK754C4Kk
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ii. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybcQbpSVo3c
2. Discuss: Is disability cultural?
3. Discus: Should disability rights be distinct from civil rights based on race and gender?

Assignment (due at the start of week 2): write and bring to class 1-2 pages (double-
spaced) on the following: how else could disability be defined? What are the strengths and
weaknesses of defining disability as it is in the various definitions provided? Are definitions too
broad or too narrow? (will discuss in class)

Week 2: History of disability rights movement and Constitutional Law

Reading:

a) Buckv.Bell, 274 U.S. 200, 47 S. Ct. 584 (1927)
b) ARTICLE: CENTERING DISABILITY JUSTICE, 71 Syracuse L. Rev. 683

Read: 42 U.S.C. § 1500

e https://www.ndrn.org/about/; pick a state and read the history of that state’s P&A.
e Review Protection and Advocacy Statutes and discuss access authority

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybcQbpSVo3c

Involuntary treatment and advance directives

e Read: Inre G.G., 2019 VT 83, 211 Vt. 219, 224 A.3d 494.
o Optional: read appellate briefs, including amicus brief.
e Hellerv. Doe, 509 U.S. 312, 113 S. Ct. 2637 (1993)

Optional watching: Crip Camp

a. Relationship with civil rights movement
i. “Nothing about us without us” movement
b. Role and history of the Protection and Advocacy Systems
i. History of Willowbrook & Geraldo Rivera’s expose:
http://www.preservepennhurst.org/default.aspx?pg=1642

Read:

e City of Cleburne v. Cleburne Living Ctr., 473 U.S. 432, 105 S. Ct. 3249 (1985)

e Youngbergv. Romeo, 457 U.S. 307, 102 S. Ct. 2452 (1982)

e N.Y. State Asso. for Retarded Children, Inc. v. Carey, 393 F. Supp. 715 (E.D.N.Y. 1975)
e https://www.ada.gov/resources/disability-rights-guide/

Assignment: Due at the start of class for week 3: email me your topic for your paper.
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Week 3: Civil Rights Litigation Overview
Reading:

e 42USC& 1983
e Read: West v. Atkins, 487 U.S. 4242 (1988).
e Rights covered?
o Read: Maine v. Thiboutot, 448 U.S. 1, 100 S. Ct. 2502 (1980)
o Skim: Paul v. Davis, 424 U.S. 693, 96 S. Ct. 1155 (1976)
o Skim: Gonzaga Univ. v. Doe, 536 U.S. 273, 122 S. Ct. 2268 (2002)
e Whotosue?
o Read: Sybalski v. Indep. Grp. Home Living Program, Inc., 546 F.3d 255 (2d Cir.
2008)
o Read: Monell v. Department of Social Services of the City of New York, 436 U.S.
658 (1978)
o No vicarious liability. Skim: Bd. of the Cty. Comm’rs v. Brown, 520 U.S. 397, 117
S. Ct. 1382 (1997)
e Skim: Perdue v. Kenny A., 559 U.S. 542, 130 S. Ct. 1662 (2010)
e Qualified Immunity:
o States that have eliminated qualified immunity: https://ij.org/qualified-
immunity-state-reforms/
o Skim: Mullenix v. Luna, 136 S. Ct. 305 (2015).
o Optional: Green v. Thomas, NO. 3:23-CV-126-CWR-ASH
= Skim: https://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions/pub/24/24-60314-CVO0.pdf

Week 4: Enforcement of Disability Rights.

1. Standing
a. Skim: Acheson Hotels, LLC v. Laufer, 601 U.S. 1, 144 S. Ct. 18 (2023)
i. Discuss tester cases
ii. Optional: Read briefs and listen to oral argument:
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2023/22-429
1. https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/22/22-
429/275477/20230816145310108 22-
429%20Acheson%20v%20Laufer%20BRIEF%20w%20Accessibility.
pdf
b. Read: A.H.v. McDonald, 147 F.4th 270 (2d Cir. 2025)
2. Examine relationship between State law and Federal law. Vermont Fair Housing and
Public Accommodations Act
a. Read 9V.S.A. §4502
b. Skim: Bhatt v. Univ. of Vt. 2008 VT 76
3. Role of Administrative Agencies
a. Skim: https://www.ada.gov/assets/pdfs/web-rule.pdf
b. DOJ enforcement settlement in Vermont: https://archive.ada.gov/vdoc sa.pdf
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c. Review Vermont Human Rights Commission website. Available at
https://hrc.vermont.gov/
i. Compare with Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination
ii. Discuss pros and cons to enforcement authority of agencies
iii. Discuss role of US DOJ in enforcing, implementing regulations, providing
guidance.
4. Discuss use of carrots (funding) and sticks (litigation and fines)

Assignment: Due at the start of next class: email me an outline of your term paper.
Week 5. Enforcement Cont. and Policing
Read:

e (City & Cnty. of San Francisco v. Sheehan, 575 U.S. __ (2015)

e NOTE: Responsiveness to Difference: ADA Accommodations in the Course of an Arrest,
69 Stan. L. Rev. 269

e ARTICLE: Policing Under Disability Law, 73 Stan. L. Rev. 1401

e COMMENT: ADApting Policies & Practices: Applying Title II's Reasonable Modifications
Requirement to Law Enforcement Interactions with Individuals with Disabilities, 24 Geo.
Mason L. Rev. 981

e https://www.theolympian.com/news/state/washington/article308771370.html?utm ca
mpaign=vtaj-
eclips&utm source=membercentralpublications&utm medium=email&utm content=ju
ne-18-2025

Discuss police use of force and intersectionality
Week 6: Employment Law (Title | of ADA)
Read: ADA Title |

e McDonnell Douglas Corp. v. Green, 411 U.S. 792,93 S. Ct. 1817 (1973)

e US Airways, Inc. v. Barnett, 535 U.S. 391, 122 S. Ct. 1516 (2002)

e Albertson, Inc. v. Kirkingburg, 527 U.S. 555, 119 S. Ct. 2162, 144 L. Ed. 2d 518 (1999).

e Skim: Parker v. Crete Carrier Corp., 839 F.3d 717 (8th Cir. 2016)

e Skim: Associated Builders & Contractors, Inc. v. Shiu, 30 F. Supp. 3d 25 (D.D.C. 2014)

e Chevron U.S.A. v. Echazabal, 536 U.S. 73, 122 S. Ct. 2045 (2002)

e Stanley v. City of Sanford_606 U.S. 46

e EEOC guidance: available at https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/enforcement-
guidance-reasonable-accommodation-and-undue-hardship-under-ada

e Optional reading: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/amazon-class-action-lawsuit-
warehouse-workplace-absence-practices/?utm campaign=vtaj-
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Optional: https://landline.media/fired-after-heart-surgery-trucking-company-settles-
over-harsh-medical-leave-policy/?utm campaign=vtaj-

eclips&utm source=membercentralpublications&utm medium=email&utm content=ju

ly-28-2025

In class Assignment: Interactive Process

Follow up writing assignment due start of class Week 7. Write a short reflection on the
reasonable accommodations process. Consider how it was for you. What are the limitations to
the process? Does it empower people enough or is it overly rigid and restrictive? Please use the
assigned readings and other any other relevant materials for support as well as your own
experiences and observations.

Week 7: Title Il of the ADA and the Rehabilitation Act (government access)

Read:

Henrietta D. v. Bloomberg, 331 F.3d 261 (2d Cir. 2003)
Hargrave v. Vermont, 340 F.3d 27 (2d Cir. 2003)
Alexander v. Choate, 469 U.S. 287, 105 S. Ct. 712 (1985)
Tennessee v. Lane, 541 U.S. 509, 124 S. Ct. 1978 (2004)
Dean v. Univ. at Buffalo Sch. of Med. & Biomedical Scis., 804 F.3d 178 (2d Cir. 2015)
Olmstead v. L. C. by Zimring, 527 U.S. 581, 119 S. Ct. 2176 (1999)
o Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTVwTuuqVkQ
Optional watching: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dedtrzaFW0Q&t=19s

Week 8: Title Il Cont.

Read:

United States v. Mississippi, 82 F.4th 387 (5th Cir. 2023)
https://disabilityrightsvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DRVT-Olmstead-Report.pdf
B.D. v. Sununu, 2024 DNH 072

Guggenberger v. Minnesota, 198 F. Supp. 3d 973 (D. Minn. 2016).

Davis v. Shah, 821 F.3d 231 (2d Cir. 2016)

Discuss: how to use the law to address systemic discrimination.
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Week 9: Title 11l of the ADA, Housing and Voting

Read:

PGA Tour, Inc. v. Martin, 532 U.S. 661, 121 S. Ct. 1879 (2001)

Robles v. Domino's Pizza, LLC, 913 F.3d 898 (9th Cir. 2019)

Or. Paralyzed Veterans of Am. v. Regal Cinemas, Inc., 339 F.3d 1126 (9th Cir. 2003)
Disabled in Action v. Bd. of Elections, 752 F.3d 189 (2d Cir. 2014)

United States v. Freer, 864 F. Supp. 324 (W.D.N.Y. 1994)

Nelson v. Miller, 170 F.3d 641 (6th Cir. 1999)

Week 10: Accessibility cont. and Special Education

Read:

Vermon Communication Support Project: https://vermontcsp.org/

Bd. of Educ. v. Rowley, 458 U.S. 176, 102 S. Ct. 3034 (1982)
o Rowley revisited Article
Endrew F. v. Douglas Cty. Sch. Dist. RE-1, 580 U.S. 386, 137 S. Ct. 988 (2017)
Cedar Rapids Cmty. Sch. Dist. v. Garret F. by Charlene F., 526 U.S. 66, 119 S. Ct. 992
(1999)
Honig v. Doe, 484 U.S. 305, 108 S. Ct. 592 (1988)
Skim: Bryant v. N.Y. State Educ. Dep't, 692 F.3d 202 (2d Cir. 2012)

Discuss Government benefits: social security; Medicaid/Medicare

Assignment: Due at start of Week 11: Rough Draft of Term Paper

Week 11: Criminal Justice

Reading:

Pa. Dep't of Corr. v. Yeskey, 524 U.S. 206, 118 S. Ct. 1952 (1998)

Skim: Pierce v. District of Columbia, 128 F. Supp. 3d 250 (D.D.C. 2015)

Latonia Congress and Human Rights Commission v. State of Vermont et al.
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/op22-148.pdf

Prisons today function as our largest psychiatric facilities— so what do we do about
this? https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/04/25/605666107/insane-
americas-3-largest-psychiatric-facilities-are-jails

Read: Patient A v. Vt. Agency of Human Servs., No. 5:14-cv-000206, 2015 U.S. Dist. LEXIS
144063 (D. Vt. Oct. 23, 2015)
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Optional: NOTE & COMMENT: "THE SHAMEFUL WALL OF EXCLUSION"*: HOW SOLITARY
CONFINEMENT FOR INMATES WITH MENTAL ILLNESS VIOLATES THE AMERICANS WITH
DISABILITIES ACT, 90 Wash. L. Rev. 893

Week 12: Criminal Justice Cont.

Read:

Kahler v. Kansas, 140 S. Ct. 1021 (2020)

Alejandro v. Quiros, No. 3:21-cv-00542 (JAM), 2021 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 220812 (D. Conn.
Nov. 16, 2021)

Optional reading: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson Chapter 10.

Discussion of Vermont’s forensic system

1. https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/Docs/ACTS/AC
T027/ACT027%20As%20Enacted.pdf

2. https://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-
Reports/Forensic-Working-Group-Report 2023.pdf

3. https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/S
enate%20Health%20and%20Welfare/Bills/S.192/Witness%20Doc
uments/S.192~Karen%20Barber~Forensic%20Working%20Group
%20Report%202024~2-21-2024.pdf

Juvenile Justice

Read:

https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/03/10/no-light-no-nothing-inside-louisiana-
s-harshest-juvenile-lockup
Disability Rights Vermont v. State of Vermont et al. (Woodside case) (read preliminary
injunction Motion and Order);
o https://www.sevendaysvt.com/news/woodside-investigation-violence-and-
isolation-at-vermonts-juvenile-lockup-39222023

Week 13: Victim’s Rights and Empowerment

Read:

Skim: people with disabilities are more likely to be victimized than to commit crimes:
https://bjs.ojp.gov/content/pub/pdf/capd0919st.pdf

Read amicus brief in Armed Forces case (provided)

The Third Wave of Crime Victims' Rights: Standing, Remedy, and Review, 2005 B.Y.U.L.
Rev. 255
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e State of Vermont v. Bergquist, 2019 VT 17.
e At trial court case applying ADA to testimonial accommodations: State v. Rice, David.
(provided)

Discuss: do we need to protect crime victims? Is going through the criminal justice system
traumatizing?

Week 14: Class Wrap up and Student Presentations
What are the current challenges for people with disabilities
Read:

e United Nation’s analytical study on the promotion and protection of the rights of
persons with disabilities in the context of climate change.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/analytical-study-promotion-
and-protection-rights-persons-disabilities

e Optional reading: STUDENT NOTE: ECO-ABLEISM IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
MOVEMENT, 23 Vt. J. Envtl. L. 1

VI.  Course Evaluation
Students will be evaluated on the following:

1. Term paper (60% of final grade);
a. Demonstrated knowledge of the subject matter
b. Writing quality
c. Presentation of well-reasoned arguments
d. Through research and analysis
e. Creativity
2. Class participation in discussions (15% of final grade);
a. Demonstrated preparedness
b. Active participation including presenting ideas and questions and responding to
class discussions
3. Class participation in assignments (15% of final grade)
a. Engaging in the subject material
b. Demonstrated understanding of material
c. Working with and supporting classmates
4. In class presentation of term paper (10% of final grade)
a. Demonstrated knowledge of the subject matter
b. Clarity of presentation
c. Presentation of well-reasonable and well-supported arguments
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