
Civil Rights Seminar 

Prof. Clara Gimenez 

Tuesdays, 3:35-5:15 

This seminar examines the civil rights movement that began in the years before Brown v. 

Board of Education and continued throughout the 1950’s and 1960’s.  This examination is 

based on the PBS video series “Eyes on the Prize.”  Each episode of the series provides 
first-hand, televised accounts of important events in the civil rights movement. Videos 

will be viewed in class.   

The required readings, “Readings to Accompany Eyes on the Prize,” by Prof. Gil Kujovich 
and Clara Gimenez, provide additional perspectives on the civil rights movement and the 

legal developments that grew out of that movement.  I will post on Canvas some 
questions for you to consider as you read the materials.  They will provide the starting 

point for discussion in class.  If you want to contribute additional questions or materials 
for discussion, please feel free to do so:  they can be posted on Canvas and discussed in 

class. 

The course pack is available on Canvas.  You must bring the assigned readings to every 

class, either in printed or electronic version, as well as a draft of your responses to 

discussion questions.  If you decide not to print the course pack, please make sure to cut 
and paste, or otherwise mark the passages that you are going to refer to in class, so that 

we can all locate them quickly. Additional materials will be posted Canvas.  Please check 

the site regularly. 

  

Seminar Learning Objectives 

1. Develop a deeper understanding of the interaction of legal institutions, social 

pressure, and activism to bring about change 

2. Evaluate the impact of the civil rights era on our current political and social 
environment. 

3. Recognize and articulate the fundamental constitutional principles in civil 
rights jurisprudence, including 13th and 14th Amendments and the Commerce 

Clause 

4. Improve independent research and writing skills. 

5. Develop strategies to communicate effectively, persuasively, and respectfully 

Content Warning: 

The media and readings used in this class are disturbing.  This course necessarily involves 

exposure to extreme racial violence, including slavery, murder, lynching, hate speech, 

and systemic racism.   This content has the potential of retraumatizing individuals with 
personal experiences of racism or violence-related trauma.   Other individuals may be 



affected  by vicarious traumatization, which happens when an individual is exposed to 

upsetting content and responds with empathy. 

 The materials are curated to achieve the learning objectives of this course, and the 
decision to include them hasn't been made lightly.  Please take care of yourselves; reach 

out to me and to student or counseling services if there is anything we can do to support 

you.   

  

Course Requirements: 

• A paper is required for this course and will determine 70% of your 

grade.  Additional information about the paper requirement is provided in a 

separate document. 
• The remaining 30% your grade will be based on class participation. Class 

participation will include discussion during the seminar meetings, and a brief 
(~10 minutes) presentation of your paper.   This is a significant portion of your 

grade: voluntary participation in discussion and engagement with other seminar 

participants is essential to succeed in this class. 

  

Required technology: 

Every student needs to be prepared to use Teams.  We will use Teams on snow days and 

at any time when gathering in person is not possible.  Thus, you need a computer or 

other device with a camera, speakers or headphones and a microphone.   If you haven’t 
used Teams before, you may want to open the program and familiarize yourself with it at 

the beginning of the semester.  

  

Responsible Attendance: Attendance is mandatory for this class, unless the absence is 

excused due to illness, religious observance, some school commitments (such as moot 
court competitions) and/or significant personal emergency. Whether an absence is 

excused will be assessed on a case by case basis. 

Whenever possible, please let me know in advance if you are not feeling well and wish 

to participate through Teams. 

When the class is held remotely,  you must remain logged in and with your video on for 
the duration of the class.  Teams provides a detailed account of when a student logs in 

and uses the course. I will use that function to take attendance. 

Unexcused absence from two classes will result in a written warning and a significant 

deduction from your final grade. Unexcused absence from one additional class will result 



in a grade of FWd. (See Academic Regulations).  Make-up classes will not be counted for 

purposes of calculating your attendance history. 

  

SCHEDULE 

  

The exact timing of assignments and of the videos will depend on the progress of our 
class discussion. In order to prepare for class, you must read the chapter assigned for the 

week and be prepared to answer the questions posted in Discussions for that week.    

Week 1 - Chapter 1 – Slavery.  

Week 2 – Chapter 2 - The Era of Segregation 

Week 3 - Chapter 3- The Murder of Emmett Till 

Week 4 - Chapter 4 – The Montgomery Bus Boycott 

Week 5 - Chapter 5 - Little Rock -PART I 

Week 6  – Chapter 5 -Little Rock - Part II 

Week 7- Chapter 6 James Meredith and the University of Mississippi -Part I 

Week 8 - Chapter 6 – James Meredith and the University of Mississipi - Part II 

Week 9 - Chapter 7 -The Sit-Ins 

Week 10 -Chapter 8 – The Freedom Rides 

Week 11 - Chapter 9– Voting Rights 

Week 12 --  Catch up and recap. 

Weeks 13-14 will be reserved for presentation and discussion of student papers.   

 


