Hello Everyone!
| am looking forward to meeting you on Tuesday January 13.

The Syllabus is now posted and you can find the Course Pack following the Files
link. Please read the Syllabus and pay attention to the content warning before
preparing for the first day of class.

The assignment for the first day is to read Chapter 1, Slavery, and to be prepared to
answer the following questions:

Why is slavery in America described as a “peculiar institution”?

Which popular, political, legal, philosophical, and/or scientific views in support of slavery
are described in the readings?

How are those views used to support the decision in Dred Scott? What are the Court’s
concerns about the concept of black citizenship?

How would those views be used to justify segregation after the passing of the
Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments?

The Thirteenth Amendment put an end to slavery but not to its legacy of racism. What
should have been done at that time to mitigate the harm done by slavery?

See you in class!



