Assignment 1- Evidence

This is a sample of the type of assignment you will encounter on a regular
basis. Submission of this first assignment is not required, but we will use it as a basis of
our discussion in class.

After reading M&S, Chapter 2, identify the types of courtroom evidence described
below.

For further discussion, consider whether each piece of evidence is/should be admissible,
and why. You should just rely on your gut reaction, not on what you think the law might
say. Be prepared to provide your reasons for admission or exclusion during class.

David, a white man, is on trial for robbing Steven (who is Asian) at gunpoint in an
alleyway.The prosecutor presents the following pieces of evidence:

(1) Steven’s testimony describing the robbery and identifying David as the perpetrator.
(2) A toy revolver found on David'’s car.

(3) A certificate of conviction from another court showing that David was convicted of
filing a false police report three years ago.

(4) Testimony by Greg, who will claim that David pulled a gun on him during a
disagreement two weeks before the alleged robbery took place.

(5) Testimony from Sally, a friend of David’s, who will state that David told her that he
lost thousands of dollars gambling illegally, and that he was so desperate for money that
he stole money from the cash register at work.

The defense attorney has four pieces of evidence she would like to introduce:

1.

1. Testimony from Rachel, another one of David’s friends, who will
state under oath that “David is very gentle and kind; | can’t imagine
he would ever threaten someone with a gun.”

2. Testimony by Harry, who will testify that his neighbor Dorothy saw
the robbery and described the robber as a “skinny young kid,” a
description inconsistent with David’s age and appearance.

3. Testimony from a psychology professor who will describe recent
studies showing that eyewitness identifications in criminal cases are
only accurate 64% of the time, and even less often if the
identification is cross-racial.



4. A diagram of the alleyway, showing the location of streetlights and
other points of light along the alley.



