Sexual Orientation and the Law
Professor Greg Johnson
Spring 2026
Wednesday, 3:35-5:10
Nina Thomas Classroom

SYLLABUS

This course will explore the many ways the law affects the lives of LGBTQ+ (Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, and Asexual) community members.
We will analyze the LGBTQ+ civil rights struggle in an historical and a contemporary context.
We will consider how the legal system regulates sexuality; expressions of identity; workplace
discrimination; the military; athletics; parenting; and trans rights. Much of the legal doctrine
considered in the course is constitutional in nature, including in-depth studies of the First
Amendment and the Equal Protection Clause. The course also encompasses statutory (e.g., Title
VII) and common law doctrines (e.g., family law). Finally, we will address the backlash to
LGBTQ+ civil rights and how to counter the proliferation of anti-trans and homophobic
legislation across the country. Just what is the state of LGBTQ+ civil rights today?

Office Hours:

Debevoise 315 (top of the stairs, to the left at the end of the hall)
Tuesday, 2:00-3:00 p.m.

Thursday, 2:00-3:00 p.m. (no office hours on Thursday, January 22)
By appointment (email me at gjohnson@vermontlaw.edu).

This course has no textbook. All assigned materials are on Canvas.

Seminar Paper:

You will write a research paper for this course. Papers must be 16-20 pages in length. Papers
should evidence a high degree of understanding of the topic, creative thinking, thorough
research, good organization, careful editing, and proper Bluebook citation. I have posted two
sample papers to Canvas.

Seminar Paper Schedule:

February 11: Research Outline

March 18: Draft Introduction and Background Sections
April 8: Draft Analysis and Conclusion Sections
April 26: Final Draft (graded)

Grading:
Final Draft: 90%
Class Participation: 10% (includes good-faith effort on first drafts of paper)


mailto:gjohnson@vermontlaw.edu

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this course, you will:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the key points (legal, social, and political) in the history
of the LGBT civil rights movement.
2. Build on what you learned in Con Law about Equal Protection and Due Process.
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Learn basic principles of First Amendment law.

4. Write a research paper on an issue of your choosing related to LGBTQ+ civil rights.

Class One
Class Two
Class Three
Class Four
Class Five
Class Six
Class Seven
Class Eight

Class Nine

Class Ten
Class Eleven

Class Twelve

Jan. 14
Jan. 21
Jan. 28
Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 18
Feb. 25
March 11

March 18

March 25
April 1

April 8

Class Thirteen April 15

Class Fourteen April 22

CLASS SCHEDULE
The 60s: The Birth of the LGBTQ Civil Rights Movement
Early Victories under the First Amendment
The Battle against Sodomy Laws
Workplace Discrimination
The Military.
Marriage.
Mooting the Williams Moot Court Team
Family Law
Special Guest Lecture by Professor Meg York:
LGBTQ+ Family Formation and Protection (direct threats,
sneaky threats, & emerging hope)
Sports
Bathrooms; Rights of the Incarcerated
The First Amendment Strikes Back: Freedom of Association

Conversion Therapy; Anti-LGBTQ Speech

Health Care



