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Legal Research and Writing 

REQ.7123.01 

Fall Term 2024 

Professor Greg Johnson 

 

Readings and Activities for the First Week 

 

Dear students,  

 

We will have a busy first week in Legal Research and Writing.  In addition to our two classes, 

you will attend one mandatory training session for Westlaw (online legal research) and one 

mandatory training session for Lexis (same).  Below you will see the required readings for our 

two classes and your options for the Westlaw/Lexis training sessions.  The training sessions will 

take place on Teams. 

 

Welcome to Vermont Law and Graduate School, and see you soon in class! 

 

Tuesday, August 27 

  

An introduction to American legal systems 

  A Lawyer Writes, 15-23 (Sources of Law) (through “Weave a Tapestry”) 
  Researching the Law, 3-7 (Introduction to Legal Research) 

  Constitution of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (on Canvas) 

The Bluebook, review ix-xvi (Table of Contents), read 1-4 (Introduction and Rule 

B1.1) and Rules B11 and 11 

 

Thursday, August 29 

 

 Hierarchies of authority; legal research process; citing case names (with workshop 

    A Lawyer Writes, 23-32 (Systems of Law)  

    Researching the Law, 21-26 (Defining a Research Question) 

   Legal Research Process Chart (on Canvas) 

The Bluebook, Rules B2, B10.1.1, 10.2, and Table 6 (Case names in citations) 

In-class citation workshop on case names (on Canvas) 

 

Westlaw and Lexis Training Schedule – Fall 2024 

J.D. students should attend one Westlaw and one Lexis training session. 

 

Westlaw Training (choose one) 

Monday, August 26, at 5:00 pm ET 

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 275 026 973 719  

Passcode: NMx5XM  

 

Tuesday, August 27, at 1:00 pm ET 

Join the meeting now  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MWNlMWEzOTktYWUyZC00ZjAwLWIxNWMtZWU4MmI5MDE0NjRi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C687e40ae31bf40785e7e08dcb651c3a6%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638585709515145796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=spmwau6%2FMdhlhC%2F5T5xn9NGhY9jzIEvjXFOGgLC%2FAVc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NmZhNGU3OTgtNDgxNS00MzU5LWE3YjgtZDFiNGI0MjM3MjE4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C687e40ae31bf40785e7e08dcb651c3a6%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638585709515163991%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3p1pnjNsTpXP3g%2BUB4EISEqVPubS2Q%2F1DVs9Pr10Xes%3D&reserved=0
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Meeting ID: 287 226 281 607  

Passcode: BraYnd  

Lexis Training (choose one) 

Wednesday, August 28, at 5:00 pm ET 

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 249 745 129 488  

Passcode: dpL4hA  

 

Thursday, August 29, at 1:00 pm ET 

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 281 447 169 410  

Passcode: QMG7wS  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NzJmOTE2M2MtYTUyYi00YmE4LTllYWUtMjFmYTA0ZmE5NDdk%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C687e40ae31bf40785e7e08dcb651c3a6%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638585709515180122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dvFursyfUyTj8hj1tHLN9YUwPHcRq7xuwwqSvElEtfU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ODM5YjNlNTUtMTc2NS00YjRhLWJjNWItZWNjM2UwYTc3YWUy%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25228676127a-f6d4-4747-af4c-356f1b6c1610%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25225ff1e492-e179-4c73-9267-b24aa6cfac41%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CGJOHNSON%40vermontlaw.edu%7C687e40ae31bf40785e7e08dcb651c3a6%7C8676127af6d44747af4c356f1b6c1610%7C0%7C0%7C638585709515193540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fx0VxE2OUdqDQkvAOd04wFXQbCMjh6XCfj7AjaD%2Fbwg%3D&reserved=0

